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which those results might be realised. There were
few great thing's left in England, and the Church was
one. Nor do I now doubt that if, a quarter of a century
ago, there had arisen a churchman equal to the occasion,
the position of ecclesiastical affairs in this country
would have been very different from that which they
now occupy. But these great matters fell into the
hands of monks and schoolmen ; and little more than a
year after the publication of CONINGSBY, the secession
of DR. NEWMAN dealt a blow to the Church of England
under which it still reels. That extraordinary event
has been * apologised ' lor, but has never been explained.
It was a mistake and a misfortune. The tradition of
the Anglican Church was powerful. Resting on the
Church of Jerusalem, modified by the divine school of
Galilee, it would have found that rock of truth which
Providence, by the instrumentality of the Semitic race,
had promised to St. Peter. Instead of that, the
seeeders sought refuge in mediaeval superstitions, which
are generally only the embodiments of pagan cere-
monies and creeds.

It cannot be denied that the aspect of the world and
this country, to those who have faith in the spiritual
nature of man, is at this time dark and distressful.
They listen to doubts, and even denials, of an active
Providence; what is styled Materialism is in the
ascendant* To those who believe that an atheistical
society, though it may be polished and amiable, in-
volves the seeds of anarchy, the prospect is full of
gloom.

This disturbance in the mind of nations has been
occasioned by two causes:' first, by the powerful assault